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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM STEPHEN MCCOLLUM 

 

I do not support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents or 

carers but rather I support the right of parents to use reasonable chastisement. The Law 

already safeguards children from abuse. There is no case of abuse that cannot now be 

punished under current laws. The Bill is therefore unnecessary. All it does is criminalise 

many loving parents who have made a decision to train their children in a particular way. If 

abuse is currently not being punished it is because the current Law is not being used 

effectively. The current Law should be enforced rather than adding new and unnecessary 

legislation. 

It is disconcerting to see further encroachments into the authority of parents. The Scottish 

Government must realise that it is first and foremost the job of parents to raise their 

children. Raising children involves choices on how to discipline, e.g. removal of privileges, 

time out, reasonable chastisement, etc. Every parent should have the right to make these 

decisions for themselves, on a case by case basis. The vast majority of parents take these 

decisions seriously and do a good job. However, the Scottish Government has shown itself 

to fall on the side of usurping parental roles and authority. It seems to me to be the height of 

arrogance for the Scottish Government to think it can teach parents more appropriate ways 

to discipline their own children. The Government should focus more on stopping real abuse 

and stop its interference into family life.   

If reasonable chastisement is abolished, what safeguards will there be for loving parents? A 

child could make false allegations that his parents are smacking him (which is currently 

permissible if it leaves no marks). Will there be a presumption of innocence for the parents 

until proven guilty or will the child be removed from his parents because of his vulnerability? 

How would the allegations be proved, especially since there would be no physical 

evidence? The Bill opens up more problems than it can solve.  

As a Christian, I believe that this Bill strikes against responsibilities and liberties that God 

Himself gives parents to use reasonable chastisement. If the proposed Bill passes into Law, 

the Government would effectively be making it illegal to practice or teach on certain 

passages of Scripture. If the Bill is passed, will the Government consider itself as having the 

right to interpret these Scriptures and dictate how they are to be taught? What if a religious 

group disagrees with the Bill? What protections will there be. 

Having friends and family that have been involved in social work with vulnerable groups I 

believe that the Bill would put far too much pressure on social workers to investigate cases 

that are not abuse, with the tragic result that real abuse falls through the cracks. It is 

scandalous that when social workers are stretched to breaking point that their workload will 

be increased in this way. 


